CHAPTER XI
MEMBER DECENTRALISATION COMMISSION

In June 1906, Romesh Dutt proceeded once again to
England for a brief period of rest and recreation. He need-
ed the rest, for he had worked hard, and his constitution,
strong as it was, had begun to feel the strain. A pain in the
heart caused him trouble, and eminent physicians in Bom-
bay as well as in England advised him prolonged rest. His
heart was declared to be sound, but he needed rest to im-
prove his general health, and it was for a change and rest
that he planned to spend three months in England. A change
of environment, after his hard administrative labours at
Baroda, he certainly had in England, but not complete rest.
The Partition of Bengal had convulsed his home State, and
he was determined to do what he could to persuade Govern-
ment to undo the wrong.

The atmosphere hi India was fast changing, and what
was then regarded as extremism was in the air, along with
the cult of violence.   In this situation, Romesh Dutt felt,
the only wise course was for Government to introduce re-
forms in administration and to associate Indians with the
Work of government.   A feeling of frustration and help-
lessness, he felt, had gripped the minds of the   educated
Indians, and this could be removed only by their participa-
tion in the government of the country. To deny such parti-
cipation would encourage the trend towards lawlessness and
violence, and discredit those who counselled such partici-
pation within the broad frame-work of the British Empire,
The first endeavour of  Romesh Dutt,  therefore,  was to